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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . In response to the Office Action mailed 1 3 February 2007, applicant submitted a response 
filed 10 May 2007, in which the applicant amended claims 1 & 2 without adding new matter. 
Claims 9-16 have been added. 



Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 10 May 2007 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. With respect to applicant's remarks, looking a p. 10 of remarks, applicant states that 
claims 1-10 are pending. However, it is believed that this is merely a typographical oversight 
and claims 1-16 are pending, in which claims 1 and 2 have been amended and claims 9-16 are 
presented as new. 

With respect to applicant's remarks regarding claim 1 on page 1 1 of remarks, applicant 
asserts that Yamaguchi is directed to an equipment controller with voice [speech] recognizing 
function, and it is noted that the fact that Yamaguchi might not teach the exact same 
implementation as applicant's invention, it is a moot point due to the fact that the cited passages 
asserted by the examiner disclose each and every limitation in accordance with 35 U.S.C. § 102. 
Yamaguchi does, in fact teach a function detection and setting in paragraph [0012] in which the 
system assesses the current state of various functions and stores the state (i.e. setting) in order to 
prepare the execution of an appropriate response. Further, Yamaguchi also teaches in 
paragraphs [0010] and [001 1] wherein the system accepts a users command, and if said 
command is either unrecognizable or inexecutable, alerts the user and urges the selection of an 
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alternate executable command. The system of Yamaguchi performs this in such a way that 
would inherently and explicitly provide the same results as the claimed limitations of claim 1, 
The teaching of Yamaguchi brought to attention by the applicant that recites wherein if an input 
voice command is similar to a correct command, the user is notified is a secondary function 
appearing to be irrelevant and not directly related to the embodiment taught by Yamaguchi that 
reads on the claimed limitation. The applicant also is directed to the rejections found below with 
respect to claim 1 for a clearer citation of claimed limitations as taught in Yamaguchi. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-4 and 6-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Yamaguchi (JP-A-Hl 1-1 19792) referred to as Yamaguchi hereinafter. 

Claim 1 : Yamaguchi discloses a system for equipment control based on voice control 
conunands input from a user, comprising: 

i. a recognizable voice command storing means for storing, as speech recognition data 
(paragraph [0010], 'about the recognition result of a voice command, '), a plurality of commands 
that are used to operate the target device (abstract, paragraphs [0009] - [0010], also an inherent 
feature of a voice command system is the ability to control a target device.) as voice [speech] 
recognition data (paragraph [0010]); 
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ii. a voice [speech] recognition means for recognizing the voice command inputted by the 
user as one of the commands stored in the recognizable voice command storing means 
(paragraph [0009]); 

iii. a message output means for outputting a message (paragraph [001 0], *and the talk 
back to which it urges using a **** command instead of said similar type command. . . '); 

iv. a function setting detection means for detecting a function setting of the target device 
(paragraph [0012], system determines current condition of device in which user command is 
intended including environmental issues (e.g. whether windows are up, day or night conditions, 
etc.); 

V, a command executability determination means for determining executability of the 
command inputted by the user in the function setting detected by the function setting detection 
means and for providing, by the message output means (paragraph [0010], 'and the talk back to 
which it urges using a **** command instead of said similar type command,.. '), a correct usage 
of the voice command inputted by the user when the voice command is determined inexecutable 
(paragraph [001 1], the system urges user to choose another option when an unexecutable 
command is determined to be input.). 

Claim 2 : Yamaguchi discloses a system for equipment control based on voice control 
commands input from a user as per claim 1 above, wherein: 

i. the command executability determination means includes a relational command list (It 
is noted that a relational command list is a list that provides a normal command as well as other 
related 'acceptable' commands for executing the same function) provided to each command 
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(paragraph [0015], paragraph [0021], 'comparing a user's voice data with each of two or more 
standard voict data prepared in the storage section 19,' [emphasis added]); 

ii. the message output means outputs a message for notifying the user of an executable 
command, executability of which in a current function setting detected by the function setting 
detection means is determined with reference to the relational command list in addition to 
outputting a message about a proper usage of the command (paragraph [0022] shows where 
confirmation messages are given to a user based on normal commands.). 

Claim 3 : Yamaguchi discloses a system for equipment control based on voice control 
commands input from a user as per claim 1 above, further comprising a substitution 
determination means for substituting the inexecutable command with a command that is 
executable in the function setting of the target device (paragraph [0024], Yamaguchi determines 
when an inexecutable command is issued and based on a list of related commands, gives the user 
an option of substitution commands to carry out.), wherein the message output means outputs a 
message for notifying the user that the voice command is substituted with the executable 
command (paragraph [001 5], 'When it has a speech synthesis means. . . '). 

Claim 4 : Yamaguchi discloses a system for equipment control based on voice control 
commands input from a user as per claim 3 above, wherein: 

i. the substitution determination means comprises a relational command list including 
related commands listed for each command (paragraph [0021], 'comparing a user's voice data 
with each of two or more standard voice data prepared in the storage section 19,' [emphasis 
added); and 
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ii. the substituted command is selected from the relational command list (paragraph 
[0026], 'the dictionary storage section 19 for recognition is equivalent to the similar command 
storage means of this invention,' [emphasis added]). 

Claim 6 : Yamaguchi discloses a system for equipment control based on voice control 
commands input from a user as per claim 3 above, wherein the substitution determination means 
confirms an intention of the user for execution of the substituted command (paragraph [0029]). 

Claim 7 : Yamaguchi discloses a system for equipment control based on voice control 
commands input from a user as per claim 6 above, wherein: 

i. the substitution determination means comprises a confirmation-required command list 
including commands that require confirmation of an intention of the user for execution of a 
substituted command and wherein the substitution determination means refers to the 
confirmation-required command list when determining whether the substituted command 
requires the confirmation (paragraphs [0037] - [0039], Yamaguchi discloses a system of codes 
which determine whether or not commands need confirmation, are forbidden or if a normal 
command is being established.). 

Claim 9 : Yamaguchi discloses a voice control method, comprising: 

i. recognizing the voice command inputted by the user as one of predetermined 
commands to be used in operating the target device, the predetermined commands being stored 
in a recognizable voice command storage (abstract, 'A voice command that a user voices is 
recognized by a voice recognition part 18, '); 
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ii. detecting an operating condition of the target device (abstract, 'a body ECU 30 
determines whether the command execution is allowed or inhibited according to current travel 
conditions, ' [emphasis supplied]); 

iii. determining whether the voice command inputted by the user is executable under the 
detected operating condition of the target device (abstract, 'a body ECU 30 determines whether 
the command execution is allowed or inhibited according to current travel conditions, and 

iv. notifying a method of correct usage of the voice command inputted by the user when 
the voice conmiand inputted by the user is determined inexecutable under the detected operating 
condition (abstract, 'when the execution is inhibited, a talkback accelerating revoicing using a 
rephrasing command is made,., 

Claim ID : Yamaguchi discloses prohibiting execution of the voice conmiand inputted by 
the user when the voice command inputted by the user is determined inexecutable under the 
detected operating condition (paragraph [0034]). The remaining limitations of claim 10 are 
similar in scope and content to that of claim 9 above and so therefore are rejected under the same 
rationale. 

Claims IL 13 and 15 : Yamaguchi discloses a system and method for equipment control 
based on voice control commands input from a user as per claims 1, 9 and 10 above, wherein the 
function setting detection means of the target device detects function settings by interrupting the 
operation of the target device (paragraphs [0013] - [0015], stopping forbidden actuation 
actions.). 

Claims 12. 14 and 16 : Yamaguchi discloses a system and method for equipment control 
based on voice control commands input from a user as per claims 1, 9 and 10 above, wherein the 
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command executability determination means further sends a signal to execute the command 
when the voice command inputted by the user is determined to be executable under the detected 
operating condition, and wherein the function setting of the target device is changed by 
executing the command (paragraphs [0013] - [0015]). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yamaguchi in 

view of Lewis et al. (USPN 6,345,254) referred to as Lewis hereinafter. 

Claim 5 : Yamaguchi discloses a system for equipment control based on voice control 
commands input from a user as per claim 1 above, however, Yamaguchi fails to, but Lewis 
does, distinctly disclose wherein the substitution determination means stores a frequency in use 
of each command expressed by a total number of times that each command has been used by the 
user and the substituted command is selected based on the frequency (col. 5, lines 5-13, 'to 
create new or truncated speech commands based on the frequency in which certain command 
combinations are used;' Lewis uses these frequency measures of certain commands in order to 
provide specific commands based on higher usage.). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of invention to include the teachings of Lewis in the system of Yamaguchi because event or 
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frequency based methods of improving voice command systems utilizing voice recognition allow 
for an improvement in accuracy by 'tightening' the constraints to a more user-specific conunand 
base (Lewis, col. 2, lines 10-29). 

7. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yamaguchi in 
view of Sawada (USPN 5,754,430) referred to as Sawada hereinafter. 

Claim 8 : Yamaguchi discloses a system for equipment control based on voice control 
commands input from a user as per claim 1 above, however, Yamaguchi fails to, but Sawada 
does, distinctly disclose wherein the voice control system is used for a vehicle navigation system 
having a voice control fiinction (col. 3, lines 44-47, in the car navigation system... using a voice 
recognition device,'). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of invention to include the teachings of Sawada in the system of Yamaguchi because it provides 
'a car navigation system for guiding and navigating a car along a suitable route extending to a 
destination on the basis of place names,' (Sawada, col. 2). 

Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
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MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 . 1 36(a) will be calculated fi:om the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this conununication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Justin W. Rider whose telephone number is (571) 270-1068. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30AM - 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, David R. Hudspeth can be reached on (571) 272-7843. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-fi-ee). 
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If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to 
the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 




